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THE LAND OF THE

STALKING DEATH *

A Journey Through Starving Armenia on an American

Relief Train

By MerviLie CHATER

SK the average American what he

25 knows about the Transcaucasus,
and he will probably draw from

his boyhood memories the fact that it
produced those blonde-haired beauti
who used to be headline curio
dime museums. And if you particular-
ize in T'ranscaucasian topography by ask-
ing “What do you know about Geor-
gia " it is ten to one that he will answer
promptly, “Sherman marched through it.”
And so, it was not without curiosity
that I, as an average American, caught
from a British transport’s deck my first

r a map of the territory described by Mr.
Chater in this article, see page 374.

glimpse of those mountain-ringed shores
which the maps of one'’s childhood de-
picted as a pea-green isthmus lying be-
tween the Black and Caspian Seas.

Everyone was on deck for the night—
British Tommies and their officers, the
little Mongol-faced Ghurkas, the tall and
dignified Sikhs, the gray-clad nursing
sisters—and even the Punjabi cooks in
our fore hatchway ceased work on the
flour-and-water ca which they had
been baking incessantly for four days
and shaded their eyes toward the wide,
squat port of Batum, with its foreground
of Dritish warcraft and its sky-line where
the pear-shaped church domes of Russian
civilization spired upward.


























































