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CHAPTER CXXXIII.

THE EXTERMINATION OF THE
ARMENIANS.

THE ARMENIANS AND THEIR RELATIONS WITH THE TURKS—THE SIX VILAYETS—DESCRIFTION OF
THE COUNTRY—ARMENIAN CHARACTER—FORMER TUurkisH ArrociTies—THE Youne TUrRks AND
THEIR PoLicy—MILITARY REVERSES AND ARMENIAN PERSECUTIONS—THE SCHEME oF DISARMAMENT
—Turkisy Torrures—THE * PAN-TURANIAN IDEA"” MADE IN GERMANY—' DEPORTATION "—

History OF THE ATROCITIES IN

1915—Zerrous—CIrLicia—Vas—Urmia—DaevDeT BEY's

MassacrEs—HEROISM OF AMERICAN MIssioNARIES—SaAssouN—THE Homrrors or Frioer—
TREATMENT OF ARMENIAN WoMEN—EXTENT OF THE ATROCITIES—DELIBERATE Poricy or Ex-

TERMINATION—GERMAN RESPONSIBILITY.

T the beginning of the year 1015
there were upwards of two million
Armenians in the Ottoman Empire.
By the end of the year, two-thirds of

them had either been massacred in their native
towns and villages or uprooted from their
homes, while of those * deported™ (as the
latter process was officially styled) less than
50 per cent, ever reached their allotted destina-
tions. The rest perished by outrage or exhaus-
tion on the way, and even those who reached
their journey’s end died off rapidly after their
arrival, through famine, exposure and disease.
“ Deportation,” in fagt, was simply a method
of gradual massacre, more effectual in dealing
with numbers, and, above all, more cruel to
the individual, than instant massacre by
bullet or bayonet.

When one reads the swory of these atrocities
(and there is abundant testimony from neutral
eye-witnesses who escaped from Turkey and
made depositions about the scenes they saw),
one almost imagines oneself back in the eighth
century B.¢., hearing tidings of how the children
of Tsrael were “ carried into captivity ™" by the
Assyrians. This method of destroying a
Val. VIIL.—Part 101.

nation has indeed been practised in the Near
East since the days of the earliest Oriental
empires. Sargon and Nebuchadnezzar and
Darius set the precedent which was followed
by the Young Turks, but the latter had means
at their command which their predecessors
never possessed. There was a uniformity, an
efficiency, a thoroughness in their work which
betrayed the Prussian connexion. The depor-
tation of the Armenians in 1915 was organized
from the Ministries of the Interior and of War
at Constantinople by telegraph and telephone ;
the exiles were in many cases conveyed by rail ;
the recalcitrants were overawed or shot down
by quick-firing mountain batteries and machine-
guns (the artillery being actually directed, in cer-
tain instances, by German officers) ; and all these
molern appliances added immeasurably to the
horror of the erime. The scenes in the erowded
cattle-trucks and at the junctions and rail-heads
of the Anatolian and Baghdad lines were almost,
more terrible than those on the mountain-tracks
and in the gorges of the Euphrates.

To explain this frenzy of frightfulness which
swept over the Near East in the year 1815, we
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miust describe very briefly who the Armenians
were and what were their relations with the
Turks.

The Armenians were one of the scattered, sub-
merged nationalities of the Near East. They
were a Christian nation, held together by their
national church,* with its Bible and liturgy
in the native language, but there has been no
united kingdom of Armenia since 387 A.D. The
Katholikos or ecelesinstical primate of All the
Armenians, who resides at the Monastery of
Etchmiadzin in Russian Cauecasia, is the only
surviving representative of this ancient Ar.
Not even a fragment of the
Armenian nation has enjoyed political inde-

menian State,

pendence since 1375, when the refugee prin-
cipality of Lesser Armenia in the Cilician hills,
which had been a stalwart ally of the Crusaders
and had taken to itself a French dynasty of
kings, succumbed to the surrounding Moham-
medan Powers. During all the intervening
centuries the Armenian people has been subject
to foreign, and for the most part unfriendly,
rulers ; yet, like the Jews, they seem actually
to have found a stimulus in adversity. By
the year 1915, they had spread themselves over

the world,. from Caleutta and Singapore to

* Called the * Gregorian Church™ after St. Gregory
the Tlluminator, who convertod Armenia to Christianity
towards the end of the third century A.D,

New York and California, and, wherever they
settled, they made their way and made them-
selves at home. The vast majority of the
nation, however, was still to be found within
the frontiers of the Turkish and Russian
Empires.

The original home of the Armenian race,
and the seat of the ancient Armenian kingdom,
is a plateau of upland pastures, buttressed with
huge mountain barriers and intersected by the
deep ravines of rivers, which interposes itself
the Caspian, the Black Sea, the
Mediterranean, and the Persian Gulf, and
feeds the waters that flow into all four. This
plateau is intersected, from north-west to
south-east, by the Russo-Turkish frontier
established in 1878, and the great advance of
the Grand Duke’s armies in the early months
of 1016 brought practically the whole of it
within the Russian lines, But in 1915 the
in Turkey

The provinces which

hetween

Armenian  population was not
confined to the plateau.
were considered specifically Armenian and
which were known to Near Eastern diplomatists
as the “ Bix Vilayets,” extended west of the
Euphrates far into the Anatolian Peninsula ;
Cilicia—the region facing Cyprus at - the north-
eastern corner of the Mediterranean,” which
had been the seat of that last Armenian prin-

cipality which fell in 1375—was still sown thick
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with Armenian towns and villages ;: and there
was a very strong Armenian element in
the neighbourhood of Constantinople—about
150,000 Armenians in the population of the
city itself, and perhaps almost as many again
in the Asiatic districts along the eastern and
southern coastz of the Sea of Marmora. The
Armenians were thus very widely distributed
in Turkey, but, as has been said, they were a
scattered and submerged race. No territory
was in their exclusive possession. Ewven their
native plateau was tenanted in part by the
Kurdish shepherd tribes, who pastured their
flocks on the alps and down-lands, confining
the Armenian cultivators td¢ the valleys and
plains. In the towns and countryside of the
Anatolian Peninsula they were mingled with
the Turkish townsfolk and peasantry. They
shared Constantinople with all the nations of
the Near East. It was only in the mountains
of Cilicia and in the basin of Lake Van—the
north-easternmost provinee of Turkey towards
the Russian and Persian frontiers—that there
was anything like a pure, homogeneous Ar-
menian population.

Thus, in 1915, the Armenians amounted

numerically to no more than 10 per eent. of the
population of the Ottoman Empire—2,000,000
ont of 20,000,000 in all; but their social and
economie importance was far in excess of their

numbers. They were a keen-witted, business-

like people, gifted with a remarkable energy,

LANDING REFUGEES FROM A FRENCH CRUISER.
Smaller picture : A French sailor ecarrying a small Armenian.
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and with an industry which made the most of
what their energy achieved. “They had in-
herited an ancient and deep-rooted civilization,
and they had been invigorated during the last
century by missionary influences from the
West, The coming of the Jesuit and American
missionaries to Armenia, and the counter-
movements of Armenian emigrants to Venice
and Lemberg, Marseilles and London and New
York, brought the Armenian people into
living contact with Western Europe, and raised
them in civilization altogether above their
Moslem neighbours and fellow-citizens.

The result was that, by 1915, the Armenians
had risen to extreme social and economic import-
ance in Turkey. In all parts of the Empire,
except the Arabic provinces of the south-east,
they had taken on themselves the functions of a
middle or professional class. The big import
merchants and wholesale dealers at Constanti-
nople were recruited from their ranks; they
were the bankers and shop-keepers of the pro-
vineial eities; and skilled work, whether of
brain or hand, was so entirely dependent on
Armenian practitioners, that it literally came to
a standstill when the Armenian population of
any given locality was massaered or carried into
exile, **Now that the Armenians are gone,”
write several witnesses from different centres,
in almost identical words, ** there are no doctors,
chemists, lawyers, smiths, potters, tanners,
weavers left in this place "—and so on, through
the whole ecatalogue of trades. So far as the
Ottoman Empire kept abreast with the intellec-
tual and technieal progress of the modern world,
it did so through the enterprise and intelligence
of its Armenian citizens.

But the position which the Armenians had
won for themselves in the country by their
natural capacities did not at all correspond to
the position assigned to them under the tradi-
tional constitution of the Ottoman State. The
Ottoman State, like the Hapsburg and Hohen-
zollern States with which it entered into alliance,
is based on the antithesis of democracy—on the
foreible domination of one race, or rather one
caste, over a subject population, and in Turkey
this domination took on an even cruder form
than in Central Europe. The Moslem con-
querors were a chosen people; the conquered
Christians were ““ Rayah "—cattle—who were
hardly regarded as integral members of the
State. But such extreme injustice had pro-
voked rebellion, and in the course of the nine-
teenth century the Ottoman Empire was cut

short by the breaking away of one Christian
nationality after another. The process culmi-
nated in the Balkan War of 1012, which almost
ejectod the Turks from Europe, and left their
former Christian subjects on the European
continent organized in independent national
States. The war of 1012 practically confined
the problem of the subject nationalities to the
single problem of the Armenians.

Unlike their fellow-subjects in Europe, the
Armenians had never played for politieal inde-
pendence.  When Turkey was beaten by Russia
in 1878 and many Balkan populations obtained
their freedom from Turkish rule, the Armenians
merely asked for a reform of administration in
the six north-eastern provinces of Turkey in
Asia (thereafter known as the * Six Vilayets '),
and they limited themselves to the same demand
when Turkey was prostrate once more in 1913.
This moderate policy was dictated by obvious
national interests. Scattered as they were
through the length and breadth of Asiatie
Turkey, the whole Empire was their potential
economic heritage, while no part of it was
sufficiently their own in population to make of
it a politically independent Armenian State,
They had therefore everything to gain from the
maintenance of Turkish integrity, if only the
injustice of their present status in Turkey were
reformed ; and the Turks, in turn, had every
interest (if they were wise enough to see it) in
giving the Armenians reasonable civil rights and
a free hand in the economic sphere; for the
Armenians were the only native element which
could regenerate the country and keep it in line
with modern developments from within. [f
the Armenians were hindered from doing this,
it was clear to any observer that it would be
done by some covetous and high-handed Power
from outside, and this is precisely what hap-
pened. By eliminating the Armenians in 1915,
the Turks merely opened a wider door to the
German interloper.

Ever since 1878, the year in which Turkey
had to cede to Russia the north-eastern part
of the Armenian plateau and the Ottoman
Armenians  first asked for administrative
reforms, the Armenian people had been singled
out by the Ottoman Government for repression.
The Sultan Abd-ul-Hamid (1876-1008) con-
ceived the idea of re-arming the Kurdish tribes
(who had been disarmed with infinite pains by
his predecessor Mahmud, fifty years before),
and giving them carte blanche, as ** Hamidia
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(Irregular Gendarmerie), to rob the goods and
rape the women of their defenceless Armenian
neighbours. This policy provoked an Armenian
revolutionary movement, and within five vears
of the arming of the Kurds racial feeling was
so envenomed on both sides that Abd-ul-Hamid
was able to organize a series of Armenian
massacres ( 1894-6) in the chief Armenian centres
of the Empire, culminating in an open butchery
in the streets of Constantinople. The Powers
were paralyzed by mutual jealousy, and were
as little able to stop the slaughter in 1894-G
as they had been to impose the administrative
reforms stipulated at Berlin in 1878, In these

massacres about 100,000 people perished (the
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figure is dwarfed by the statisties of 1015) and
the Armenian population in Turkey was turther
thinned by the accelerated current of emigra-
tion.

Abd-ul-Hamid's work in 1894.6 was crownad
and completed in 1915 by the Young Turks,
and yet, when the Young Turkish Revolution-
aries overthrew the Sultan in 1908, the Ar-
menians imagined (and not without justifica- -

tion) that a better day had dawned. The
Young Turks had drunk in all the political
They preached the
* Liberty, Equality and Fraternity ” of the

ideas of Western Europe.

French Revolution ; they set up a parliamen-
tary constitution, and the Armenian revolu-
tionary societies joyfully transformed them-
But there
was another aspeet of the Young Turkish

selves into parlinmentary parties.
programame.  There was an * equality before

the law,” for instance, which principally
declared itself in the extension to Christian
citizens of compulsory military service, which
formerly had been obligatory on Moslems alone.
And there was a doctrine of * Ottomanization
(that is, of assimilating all other peoples in the
mpire to the dominant Turkish race), which
quickly drove the Armenian members of parlia-
ment to the opposition benches, where they
voted side by side with the Arabs against such

ominous  proposals as the compulsory use of

YOUTH AND AGE.

A wedding in the refugees’ camp.

Cirele picture: The oldest refugee in camp,
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RECREATIONS IN CAMP.
Children at play after school hours.

the Turkish language in all secondary schools.
The Young Turks, in fact, had imbibed the
chauvinism as well as the liberalism of their
West-European ensamples. To the religious
fanaticism of the Old Turk they had added the
new-fangled fanaticismn of language and race,
and it was simply a question which of their two
incompatible ideals would ultimately prevail.
The years 1908 to 1914 were the critical period.
1908 the Young Turkish
régime began with a veritable Golden Age:

In the summer of

but in six weeks that had passed, and, under

the influence of failures and misfortunes,
chauvinism steadily gained the upper hand,
while the power of the party became concen-
trated in the hands of n gang of unserupulous
adventurers. Within a year of the constitu-
tion came the new outbreak of massacre
at Adana, but the Armenians were not alienated
even by that. It was represented at the
time as a deviee of Abd-ul-Hamid's adherents
régime, and the
Turks

later on. 1In

for diserediting the new

actual guilt of the Young them-
solves was not disclosed till
1912, when the Balkan War broke out and the
Armenians were called upon, under the new
law, to serve the Ottoman State in arms, they
well in doing battle
for the common fatherland of Armenian and
Turk, that they extorted the commendation
In 1913 the Young

Turks accepted (with modifications) the new

acquitted themselves so

of their Turkish officers.

reform scheme for the “8ix Vilayets.” It
seemed that the breach might still be averted,
and the liberal tendency prevail ; but all hope
was lost when the Young Turkish Government
deliberately
luropean War.

involved the country in the

The Young Turks entered the war from

thoroughly Prussian motives. Their object
was to restore Young Turkish prestige—their
international prestige by territorial conquests
at the expense of Russia and Persia and Great
Britain which would eclipse the territorial
losses of the Balkan War, and their prestige at
home by a drastic process of Ottomanization
and the solution of other problems which had
not yielded to negotiation and parlinmentary
fact, the

which they had entangled themselves during

procedure. In Gordian  knot in
their half-dozen years of power was to be
hacked through by the sword. Their first bid
was for military success, but when the offen-
sives launched successively on the Caucasian,
Persian and Egyptian fronts had successively
come to grief, they threw themselves all the
more savagely into the project of Ottomaniza-
home, which meant, in effect, the
extermination of the Armenian race,

tion at

An almost exaot
traced in the Young Turkish
policy between their reverses at the front and
their persecution of tha Armenians in the

correspondence  can  be
Fovernment’s



THE RUSSIAN ARMIES IN ARMENIA,
The Russians bringing up ammunition and guns through the ifts for the forces king the Turks before Erzerum.




THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR.

interior. The sufferings of the Armenians
began indeed with the declaration of war, for
all male Ottoman citizens between the ages of
twenty and forty-five, and soon between those
of eighteen and fifty, were mobilized without
distinetion of religion or privilege, and Ar-
menians who had passed the age of training
before the ratification of the new military
service law of 1908, and were therefore legally
exempt so long as they paid their annual
commutation-tax, were thus called up in
violation of their rights. There was also a
wholesale requisitioning of private property
for military use, which hit the Armenians
more heavily than other sections of the com-
munity, because they were the principal mer-
chants and dealers and shopkeepers of the
country.

But all these measures were prima facie
military rather than political in intention,
and might be ascribed to the pressure of war
as plausibly as to the diserimination of the
Government, Young Turkish circles were in
an optimistic mood, and they hoped that the
confidently expected successes at the front
would solve all their problems for them at one
stroke. When the Young Turkish Govern-
ment declared war on the Allies in the latter
part of October, 1914, the ** Dashnaktzoutian
Party "—the chief Armenian parliamentary
group in the Ottoman Empire—happened to
be holding its annual party convention at
Erzerum, and the Young Turks sent emis-
saries to lay proposals before this congress.
They proposed that the Armenians, as a nation,
should make common cause with the Ottoman
Government in prosecuting the war. They
suggested that the Dashnaktzoutian leaders
should raise bands of Armenian volunteers to
join in the coming invasion of Russian Cau-
casia ; and, as a reward, they sketched a pro-
jeet for breaking up a large zone of Russian
‘territory into autonomous national states
under Ottoman suzerainty. The most sub-
stantial of these protectorates was to be the
Armenian one, and the Young Turkish emis-
saries even hinted at the possibility of incor-
porating with it part, at least, of the Ottoman
provinees of Bitlis and Van—all this on con-
dition that the Armenians cooperated with
them heart and soul in the war. These ambi-
tious overtures were met by the Dashnaktzou-
tian Conference with a decided refusal. They
had no quarrel with Russia; they doubted
the power of the Turkish Government to

861

conquer the territory it was so complacently
partitioning on the map; and they doubted
still more whether it would fulfil its engage-
ments if it were really to gain such an over-
whelming suceess ; they could not forget that
the Turks had treated them as aliens and
almost as outlaws in the past, and the appeal
for an Armeno-Turkish entente was crossed
in 1914 by the shadow of the Adana massacres
and the massacres of Abd-ul-Hamid. The
Armenians affirmed their intention of doing
their duty as Ottoman subjects, but declined
the proposal that they should do more, and
here matters rested for the moment, while
everybody’s attention was concentrated upon
the winter offensive.

The course of these military operations has
already been described in detail.* The main
enveloping movement in Caueasia, which looked
0 promising in the last week of December, 1914,
turned to disaster in the first days of January,
1915 ; the subsidiary advance further east,
which had brought most of the Persien province
of Azerbaijan under Turkish occupation, ebbed
again in the course of the same month in con-
formity with events in the principal theatre ;
in February Djemal Pasha’s much-advertised
expedition against Egypt ridiculously missed
fire. The Turkish offensive was over and done
with. The Turkish armies had fallen back
ignominiously upon their own frontiers, with the
prospect of facing a counter-invasion in the
coming spring. Under these circumstances the
swollen hopes of the Young Turkish Government
gave way to a feverish pessimism, and the
Armenian nation was the inevitable scapegoat
of their renewed disappointment and their
irreparably damaged prestige.

Several factors combined to sharpen their fear
and hate. The danger of invasion was much
more imminent on the Russian front than on
the others. The next eampaign in this quarter
was almost certain to be fought on Ottoman
territory—on the Ottoman portion of the Arme-
nian plateau with its strong Armenian popula-
tion, which had been hopelessly alienated from
the Ottoman Government by the previous poliey
of the Young Turks themselves, and was likely
to give a cordial reception to the invaders. The
friendly feeling towards Russia which was
cherished by the Armenian nation as a whole
had indeed been brought home to the Turks
in the course of the winter campaign. The

" » Bee Vol. IIL., Chapter LL, and Vol. IV., Chapter
LXXIIL,

< e
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MOSUL.
Pasha, at the Ministry of War, undertook to

Russian Armenians had done of their own accord
what the Ottoman Armenians had refused, when
appealed to, to do. They had raised bands of
volunteers for their Government's service, and
had contributed valiantly to the discomfiture
of the Turkish armies at Ardahan and Sari-
kamish. Of course the Turks had no proper
ground for resentment in this. These Armenian
volunizers were lawful Russian subjects, doing
battle for the State to which their allegiance was
legally due. If the Ottoman Armenians had
not been moved to do likewise, that was a serious
reflection on the behaviour of Turkey towards
her Armenian subjects as compared with the
behaviour of Russia. But the Young Turks
were in no condition to consider the cold truth.
Their armies had been disastrously beaten ;
there had been Armenians in the enemy’s
ranks, some of whom had come all the way from
New York in their eagerness to beat the Turks.
Waell, they would take their revenge on those
other Armenians who still remained in their
power. It was in this spirit that, at some time
during the course of February, 1015, the Young
Turks made up their minds to strike at the
Armenians with all their might.

But before a comprehensive scheme could
be set on foot the Armenians.must be rendered
powerless to resist, and so the first step taken
was to deprive them of their arms, Enver

deal with the Armenian soldiers. In the very
month of February, 1915, he had praised the
conduet of the Armenian troops in an interview
with the Gregorian Bishop of Konia, and had
even allowed the Bishop to-communicate his
words, fortified with his signature, to the
Armenian and the Turkish Press. Yet within
a few weeks of this the order came from the
War Ministry that all Armenians in the Army
were to be disarmed. They were drafted out of
the service battalions and re-formed into labour
battalions, to work behind the front at throwing
up fortifications and building roads, At the
same time, under instructions from the Ministry
of ‘the Interior, the provincial administrative
authorities set about disarming the Armenian
civil population. The Armenians had, in fact,
possessed themselves individually of a certain
number of arms since the year 1908—and this
by the permission and even advice of the
Young Turks themselves ; for in their earlier
and better days the Young Turks had been
genuinely desirous of restoring individual liberty
and ereating an equilibrium between the diffe-
rent races of the Empire, and as it was beyond
their power-to undo Abd-ul-Hamid’s work by
disarming the Kurds, they attempted to restore
the balance by sanctioning the acquisition of
arms by the Armenians. The private bearing
of arms for personal defence was an established
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privilege of the Ottoman Moslem, and the
Young Turks were only carrying out their
avowed principles in extending the privileges as
well as the duties of the Moslem to his Christian

fellow -eiti

18. Now, however, this liberal

policy was arbitrarily reversed. It was declared
that the young Armenians of military age had
been taken for the Army in a lesser proportion
than the Turks, and that, in the eritical military
situation of the moment, their presence in the
interior with arms at their command was a
menace to the security of the state. Violent
measures were enjoined by the Central Govern-
ment to meet the alleged emergency. In every
town a number of Armenian men, amounting
in the larger places to as many as four or five
hundred, were suddenly arrested and thrown
into prison. It was announced by the local
governor of whatever place it might be that a
certain number of rifles were believed to be in
the private possession of the Armenians of the
district, and that that number must be delivered
into the hands of the authorities by a certain
date. If they were not fortheoming, the
severest punishment would fall upon the host-
ages in prison, in the first instance, and, in a
secondary degree, upon the Armenian com-
munity as a whole,

The Armenians were very unwilling to sur-
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render their arms, for they realized that by
doing so they would place themselves entirely
in the Government's hands, and they remem-
bered that the massacres of 1008 and 1804-6
had been preceded by
e,
leaders {especially the leaders of the Dashnakt-

a precisely similar
demand.  But  the

y and the political
zoutian Party, who had once worked with the
Young Turks in the Ottoman Parliament

realized very strongly the importance of avoid-
ing a breach and of giving the Government no
pretext for putting the Armenians in the wrong.

Generally a meeting of the local Armenian

notables was o ned to deeide what action
should be taken in view of the Government’s
deeree. One neutral witness (a Danish sister
serving with the German Red Cross in a certain
Asiatic town ) describes how, when the Armenian
meeting was unable to arrive at a decision, it
was resolved to invite the Turkish notables of
the place to hold a joint conference with the
Armenians. In this case the Armenians were
induced to deliver up their weapons by a
guarantee, on the part of their Turkish neigh.
bours, that they, personally, would see to it
that no harm came to them through taking this
step. Possibly these local Turks were sincere
in their undertaking, but, in the instance in

question, the Governor had the arms 11|1u1n-

A CORNER OF THE TOWN OF VAN,
Showing the Castle Rock in the distance.





























































































