TEOTIG: GOLGOTHA OF THE ARMENIAN CLERGY

By 1921, only six years after the Armenian Genocide began in Turkey, a scribe using the pen name “Teotig” had compiled a volume of Armenian Church casualties entitled, Golgotha of the Armenian Clergy.

The trials and tribulations of the Armenian Church during the Genocide are chronicled in the 412 pages of this book.  During the summer of 1990, I transcribed and compiled a data base from the Teotig volume for the Window: View of the Armenian Church Quarterly. The original data base was compiled on an Apple IIc computer using AppleWorks. Subsequently, I migrated the data base to ClarisWorks on a Macintosh, and currently the data is preserved in an Excel spreadsheet. 

The book introduces the reader to 1252 clergymen, along with brief biographies (when available) and descriptions of the atrocities imposed upon these clerics.  
This volume by no means is an exhaustive list of losses suffered by the Armenian Church during the Genocide. Teotig assures the reader that some lists are fragmented and certain towns and villages had no remaining survivors from whom information could be gathered.  For instance, in the town of Hiusenig, (near Kharbert) all the priests were murdered along with the townspeople.  Clergy records did not survive. The same is true of the village of Khoylou as well as other localities.  Nevertheless, Teotig's work presents a strong base and by all means is a monumental effort.  It allows us to take a glimpse at the pre-Genocide Armenian Church and to understand the magnitude of the damage to the Church, Her people and the spiritual decay which has ensued in the Armenian Church community since then.

Golgotha of the Armenian Clergy is a collection of horror stories, page after page, all tied together by a common thread of suffering and martyrdom. Teotig interviewed and compiled data from a variety of sources, many were first hand witnesses and clergy who escaped the atrocities one way or another.  To understand the scope of his work, he confesses that the massacres were so precisely orchestrated that often villagers did not know of the destruction in a neighboring village a mile away. Yet he was able to compile and document the witness of 1252 of these clergy and their flocks.

The register includes among the most notable victims, Gomidas Vartabed Soghomonian to the most seemingly obscure, such as Krikor Kahana Zartarian, a priest of Sepastia whose finger nails were pulled, horse shoes nailed to his feet and skin flayed, because of his refusal to deny his faith.

It is more than evident that the Armenian Church suffered immensely in numbers alone.  Almost a century later, the road to recovery seems exceptionally long. The Armenian population has steadily increased but the number of clergy to meet the ever growing needs of the people has not.

The analysis of the Teotig Data Base were first published in Window, View of the Armenian Church in 1990 (vol. 1, number 3) as a humble contribution toward the study of the Armenian Genocide. 
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