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A view of the peaks of Mount Ararat.
The Church on the right is located on the site of
St. Gregory's imprisonment.
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preface

READING IS A BLESSING

“Son of man, hear what I say to you: open your mouth, and eat
what I give you."” And when I looked, behold, a hand was stretched
out to me, and, lo, a written scroll was in it; and he spread it before
me; and it had writing on the front and on the back.

.. ."Son of man, eat what is offered to you; eat this scroll.” So I
opened my mouth, and he gave me the scroll to eat. And he said to
me: "Son of man, eat this scroll, that | give you and fill your
stomach with it.” Then I ate it; and it was in my mouth as sweet as
honey.

(Taken from the vision of the Prophet Ezekiel.
Chapter 2:8-10; Chapter 3:1-3)

Yes! Books are for eating, not for exhibiting. They are for
spiritual and intellectual digestion, not for visual ornamentation.
Books are still the most powerful factor in the shaping of human
life. In spite of continued predictions about the impending
dominance of audio-visual and electronic materials, I believe that
the printed word makes a stronger and more permanent impact and
can never be replaced.




10 RETRACING THE FOOTSTEPS OF OUR FOREFATHERS

Imagine a world without books. What a barren existence! From
the beginning of the world, man could not confine himself to oral
expressions. Signs and symbols became part of self-expression.
From the earliest hieroglyphic expressions to the alphabetical
system devised by the ancient Phoenicians, man created different
forms of written expressions. In this sense, one can say writing is as
old as man himself.

In our Armenian tradition, from the pre-Christian era we have
had the tradition of religious script used in the ancient temples
dedicated to the pagan gods. Of course, the creation of the
Armenian alphabet by St. Mesrob Mashtotz is the cornerstone of
Armenian history. In the beginning of the fifth century (406 A.D.),
when the alphabet was presented to the Armenian people, the
entire country experienced a kind of religious and national
transfiguration. Indeed, there is great significance in that the
Armenians recognized the fifth century as the golden age of their
history. It reflects the philosophy of the Armenian people,
recognizing the vital importance of the written word in human life.

The more than 25,000 manuscripts, now in the possession of the
Armenian people in both Armenia and the diaspora, that have
survived the centuries of destruction, constitute only a small
segment of a rich heritage of the written works which the
Armenians considered their greatest possessions.

With the invention of the printing press, a new era dawned in
Armenian cultural history. In 1512—just sixty years after the
invention of the printing press—the Armenians printed their first
book in Venice. Since then, the printing press has never stopped
wherever Armenians live. Today, book production has reached its
highest rate in Yerevan, Armenia. In many countries in the
diaspora, daily newspapers, periodicals and books continue to add
to the ever-increasing heritage of the written word in Armenian
culture.



Preface 11

My young friends, I touch upon all this simply to tell you how
important and valuable books are in human life and in our
Armenian heritage. Here in the United States | have been impressed
and inspired by the sight of people reading wherever they may be,
not only in schools, homes, and libraries but even in subways and
buses. Reading, I believe, is the inextinguishable source of personal
enrichment. Tell me what books you read, and I'll tell you who you
are; for books are the companions you choose and they stay with
you as long as you do not abandon them.

There were times in our immediate past history when some of
our forefathers could not read because they did not have the
opportunity to attend school. Today, thank God, the rate of
literacy amongst Armenians is very high. Reading has become an
absolute must, for it does to our minds what food and water does
to our bodies. It is my firm conviction that the caliber of our people
and the quality of our nation will become higher still, if we become
even more avid readers.

It is, therefore, imperative that our parents encourage their
children to make reading an important part of their lives. And the
best example parents can set, is by reading themselves. We must
develop a sound and solid policy of personal and group reading.

Although we do have quite a number of books about Armenian
history written in English or translated into English, there is still
much work to be done in the preparation of such publications that
may enrich our knowledge of Armenian history and our
consciousness of our national ethos. Not only textbooks, but also
the type of books which can be a “school at home."”

The present publication is a small contribution toward creating
that “school at home.” During my travels as Prelate of the Eastern
Diocese of the Armenian Apostolic Church, I was often asked by
parents and young people about the availability of books





























































































































































































































































































































































































































































