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CHAPTER XXV.
The Turkish Question in Germany.
BY THE COUNTESS VON KROCKOW.

Was it Lord Palmerston who said of the Schleswig-Holstein
war, now over thirty years ago, that nobody understood the
cause of it but himself, and he was not sure? 1 remember
reading the anecdote and retain this gist of it, which is, as it
seems to me, the gist of a large number of political problems,
the Turkish question included, although few statesmen are so
outspoken as to own their ignorance and confusion in the
face of it

In Germany, during the recent disturbances in the Ottoman
Empire, no one even set up as a seer; nor did any one go so
far as to try to demonstrate the enormity of the crimes going
on, as was the case in America and England, or denounce
them, as did Gladstone, with weight and power. Not only
light was conspicuously wanting, but passion likewise. The
young Emperor, who is superficially considered a hot-headed
champion in all current matters, was silent upon this. None
of the many words which he uttered in public was spent on
the massacres of Armenian Christians.

What went out of his Cabinet to the press of the country
was ambiguous or cynical in tone. The pzople were left
without any clear or sharp impression either as to what was
desired by the Ministry or what was being pursued by it. Its
inaction during most of the time, its cross-actions on occasion
—as when it refused to snpport England and Russia in the
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as little as foreigners understand it. They are as much in the
-darkmtbeuﬁtude taken by His Majesty's Government as
| ders are. In the Imperial Diet no interpellation has been

.'mdt'oﬁﬂn« aubim, wd lt'onewemever proposed,it-hs

Forwhoshould make it save the Opposition?
‘does the Opposition consist of in Germany? of
;mdl.ihetds,orofmenwhoareopposedbypnnupkhow_
jm&ﬂuﬁatdigmmdortheadvmtesofmde.

When the impulsive public in America feel moved to
-wonderomtheapathyofthchrmambefmethlsmud; :

reaehmghistoncal facts. Among these fmu,
- the important one of religion having taken on the C
~ established Church and, in the main, this Church has
“subservient through its ministers to the powers that be. Now
these latter powers were, until a recent period, many and
oppressive. Hence, when antagonism raised itself, it raised
itself against both the State and the Church,

‘There are six million Socialists in Germany—working men
and women, factory hands, artisans, petty burghers, the poor
and ill-to-do of many classes; and this vast factor in the

popnlaﬂonchapmgemﬁeshngmth the brutal might of arms
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Minapds.apumr(thekwﬁr \ i
som.l'mfm:hmgh_swmm

qplnion cause the exileofwhole commnmtm.or
: manddcath,mseaTurhshquuﬁonwithallﬂmtk

schooled and trained in repression of r
,'theytookmpmtmthejubﬂaﬂmomﬂw
dmw“dthe commemoration m

 of Sedan; much less, therefore, could their leaders call
take part in our foreign contests. And without
their families, who oomposemmryhrgcc&ymg

W' mthatlammmmm in
‘ﬁnquuﬁoathatmmus. 1 take the opportunity
Mngtbatallmyexplmmmem"

3 Wntfwthe:paﬂ:ywhichmmm&e harac
moromestomrﬂstheTuﬂashmhiﬂ.
gym '__'hmandﬂmethmughontthemw







al ﬁwed- 'hcy—ofapolmythatembraces,mGerman opmion,ﬁ;_
portion also of the Turkish question. :
“What call has the Fatherland to scorch itself in drawing
chestnuts out of the fire for England?” was a phrase that
could be read in many newspapers when the probability or the
chances of a war were discussed. And although it was inti-
- mated that the astute Chancellor, Prince Hohenlohe, wonﬁ',
p—M’mein some compensation for Germany's aid in
~ such a war, still it was calculated that these winnings would
be less than could be demanded later when the power of
Greater Germany (the Fatherland and its colonies) should
‘have had time to become consolidated.
The action of the German Government in the China-Japan
war, through which, by supporting Russia in exerting a
pmm on Japan, Germany had secured, without cost or
trouble, two Chinese islands for coaling stations, seemed to
_point to a plan and continuity in the imperial foreign policy.
“ Let the present disturbances be used on our side to push
‘our commercial interests,” wrote the editor of the National
Liberal News of Dresden. “We have no political interests
in the Turkish question. Germany is friendly to the Sultan,
and our merchants will be welcomed by Mussulman traders
who have sufficient cause to withdraw their business from the
hands of the brow-beating English to give it to_their well-
wishers.” -
‘The trade returns will have to be studied, I fancy, by every
“historian who sets himself to ferreting out the causes and
~ results of Germany's policy in the Turkish-Armenian trouble,










































































































































































































































































































































































































