








THE VESTIBULE.

HIS book is not a diary of travel, drawn out in detail to fill a given
number of pages. Nor does it deal with statistical data and archao-
logical research. My object in going to Palestine was to see with
fresh eyes, and judge with unprejudiced mind what this, the most

interesting of lands to the Christian, is like to-day; how the inhabitants look, and
live, and think, and what traces the traveler finds in the ruins of the Past of the
nations who flourished, battled and were, in turn, swept from home and country
by the march of GOD'S providence.

As a pilgrim, an observer of the people, a student of the various scenes, and
a historian of the heart-stirring incidents which have immortalized for all the ages
the country divided between, and apportioned to, the sons of Jacob, I visited the
Home of the Bible. In reverence of spirit I pursued the path of John the Baptist
in the wilderness, stood upon the spot where he baptized the ** Greater than he,"’
and looked across the Dead Sea to the ruins of Machserus where he was
beheaded. In more profound reverence I trod the route taken by the Master
during the three years of the ministry that began at *‘ the place where John was
baptizing ’ at the Jordan, and culminated upon Calvary. With a strange nearness
of heart and thought to the people and times of patriarch, prophet and apostle, I
have looked upon the homes of Abraham, David, Isaiah, Samson—of the disciples
of Christ and the Mother who bore Him.

Of these places and so many more that the enumeration here would be
tedious, I have written in familiar style, avoiding statistics and dry historical
details—most of all, moralizing and preaching. In short, I have let place and
people speak for themselves,

The people of Palestine have changed less in their manner of living, customs,
and their prejudices, than those of any other country; they are almost the same
to-day that they were two thousand and more years ago. I therefore saw them

(25)






























































































































