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I
Introduction

“Who, after all, speaks today of the annihilation of the Arme-
nians?” is a rhetorical question Hitler posed in a speech he gave
to his military commanders on 22 August, 1939 in which he
dealt mainly with his immediate plans for Poland. Within three
days, on 25 August, 1939, a short account of the speech, smug-
gled out of the meeting, was transmitted to the British govern-
ment by the British embassy in Berlin'. The same document
was made public in the United States on 17 October, 1942, and
The New York Times reported the story #nd excerpts from the
document on the following day®. A littie later in the same
month, the entire text appeared in a book entitled What About
Germany? The US Department of Justice acquired a copy of the
original in early 1944.4 By the summer of 1945 the document
was in the possession of the prosecution at Nuremberg, and by
late November of the same year it made the headlines in the
contemporary press and appeared in many books. Although the
document served a useful purpose at Nuremberg, the sobering
thoughts it had generated soon died away. A particular crime,
the most horrendous in the history of mankind, had been dealt
with; and that was that.

Few realized at the time, that the Holocaust was the latest in a
chain of systematic butcheries that by now formed a clear pat-
tern of increasing massive violence. Fewer still paused to place
Hitler’s utterance in its moral and historical context; to reflect



upon the striking parallels between two premeditated crimes
committed in the thick of two World Wars; to recall that an
abortive “Nuremberg” had occurred about a quarter of a cen-
tury earlier when an Ottoman Tribunal had sat in Istanbul to
try Young Turk leaders for war crimes and crimes against the
Armenians; and, to consider the chilling lessons Hitler had
drawn from the Armenian Holocaust. But to the Armenians the
cruel irony of Hitler’s rhetorical question was hauntingly true:
Hilter, not the world, had remembered their genocide for his
own criminal purposes. The reference was all too disturbing to
overlook; and the Armenians have accordingly underlined its
moral and historical relevance, especially in view of the con-
tinuing denial of their genocide and of recurring instances of
massive slaughter.

The prominence accorded to Hitler's words by the Arme-
nians has recently given rise to renewed doubts questioning the
authenticity of Hitler's statement. But it is not so much such
challenges as the lack of documentation or, rather, the general
lack of familiarity with pertinent documentation that motivated
me to look into the matter. The literature on Hitler and Nazi
Germany is overwhelmingly vast and complex, but my main
concern in this booklet has been Hitler's views of the Arme-
nians, particularly those related to the massacres, which re-
main almost totally unexplored. Although I have been able to
accomplish my limited aim of tracing the origin and subsequent
fate of the document containing Hitler’s rhetorical question,
and to locate some additional relevant material, there is still
much to be done to elaborate on the issue and to answer
numerous questions this preliminary investigation raises,
especially with regard to the wider and inadequately explored
context of Armenian-Turkish-German relations in the late-
nineteenth and twentieth centuries.
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II.

The Document

The story begins with the distinguished American journalist
Louis Paul Lochner, who was the first to publish the document
containing Hitler's rhetorical question. Born to the Reverend
Frederick (a Lutheran) and Maria (von Haugwitz) Lochner in
1887 in Springfield, Illinois, he attended Milwaukee public
schools, studied music at the Wisconsin Conservatory of
Music, and in 1909 received his B.A. with Phi Beta Kappa
honors from the University of Wisconsin.®

Although from 1909 to 1914 he was editor of the Wisconsin Alum-
ni Magazine and the Cosmopolitan Student, his pacifistic activities
soon overshadowed his literary efforts. He became lecturer for the
extension division of his Alma Mater and for the American Peace
Society, the Central-West department of which he later directed. In
1915 he accepted the position of secretary to Henry Ford and at the
same time was secretary and press agent for the Ford Peace Ship. A
year later he worked as secretary for the Neutral Conference for
Continuous Mediation at Stockholm and the Hague.

Lochner returned to journalism in 1918 as editor of the Interna-
tional Labor News Service. Before joining the Berlin staff of the
Associated Press in 1924 he worked as reporter on the old
Milwaukee Free Press. . .

A master of the German language, Lochner built up an extensive
network of contacts with high government officials. He obtained an
exclusive interview with Marshal von Hindenburg in 1925 when the
latter was candidate for President.®

From 1928 to 1941 Lochner was chief of the Berlin
















































































































































































































































