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The President Speaks

“Mr, Speaker, with mixed emotions we mark
the 50th anniversary of the Turkish genocide of
the Armenian people. In taking notice of the
shocking events in 1915, we observe this
anniversary with sorrow in recalling the
massacres of Armenians and with pride in
saluting those brave patriots who survived the
attacks to fight on the side of freedom during
World War 1,

“The stouthearted Armenian people who
escaped the terror, murder, and carnage set an
example for the free world by their devotion to
the cause of freedom and by their tremendous
personal sacrifices. | join my colleagues in
pausing to extend our deep sympathy to
thousands of Americans whose Armenian
forefathers fought for freedom with our war
allies and who have given so much of
themselves to make this a better country, and a
strong one.” — Congressional Record, pag.
8890

From an address delivered on April 29, 1965
in the House of Representatives by the Hon.
Gerald R, Ford.




Armenian Eyes!

Parents murdered. A boy from Tokat tails the
caravan of deportees,



e HORRORS
ALEPPO *

SEEN BY A GERMAN EYEWITNESS.

A word to Germany’s Accredited

Representatives by Dr. Martin

Niepage, Higher Grade Teacher

in the German Technical School at
Aleppo

WHEN I returned to Aleppo in September,
1915, from a three months’ holiday at Beirout,
I heard with horror that a new phase of Armenian
massacres had begun which were far more
terrible than the earlier massacres under Abd-ul-
Hamid, and which aimed at exterminating,
root and branch, the intelligent, industrious, and
progressive Armenian nation, and at transferring
its property to Turkish hands.

Such monstrous news left me at first in-
credulous. I was told that, in various quarters
of Aleppo, there were lying masses of half-
starved people, the survivors of so-called “ de-
portation convoys.” In order, I was told, to
cover the extermination of the Armenian nation
with a political cloak, military reasons were being
put forward, which were said to make it neces-

to drive the Armenians out of their native
seats, which had been theirs for 2,500 years, and

(Originally printed in 1917; Reprinted 1975)
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to deport them to the Arabian deserts. I was
also told that individual Armenians bad lent
themselves to acts of espionage.

After I had informed myself about the facts
and had made enquiries on all sides, I came to
the conclusion that all these accusations against
the Armenians were, in fact, based on trifling
provocations, which were taken as an excuse
for slaughtering 10,000 innocents for one guilty
person, for the most savage outrages against
women and children, and for a campaign of
starvation against the exiles which was intended
to exterminate the whole nation.

To test the conclusion derived from my infor-
mation, I visited all the places in the city where
there were Armenians left behind by the con-
voys. In dilapidated caravansaries (hans) I
found quantities of dead, many corpses being half-
decomposed, and others, still living, among them,
who were soon to breathe their last. In other
yards I found quantities of sick and starving
people whom no one was looking after. In the
neighbourhood of the German Technical School,
at which I am employed as a higher grade teacher,
there were four such hans, with seven or eight
hundred exiles dying of starvation. We teachers
and our pupils had to pass by them every day.
Every time we went out we saw through the
open windows their pitiful forms, emaciated and
wrapped in rags. In the momings our school
children, on their way through the narrow
streets, had to push past the two-wheeled ox-



5

carts, on which every day from eight to ten
rigid corpses, without coffin or shroud, were
carried away, their arms and legs trailing out
of the vehicle.

After 1 had shared this spectacle for several
days I thought it my duty to compose the
following report :—

““ As teachers in the German Technical
School at Aleppo, we permit ourselves
with all respect to make the following
report :—

“ We feel it our duty to draw attention
to the fact that our educational work will
forfeit its moral basis and the esteem of the
natives, if the German Government is not
in a position to put a stop to the brutality
with which the wives and children of
slaughtered Armenians are being treated
here.

“QOut of convoys which, when they
left their homes on the Armenian plateau,
numbered from two to three thousand
men, women and children, only two or
three hundred survivors arrive here in the
south. The men are slaughtered on the
way; the women and girls, with the ex-
ception of the old, the ugly and those who
are still children, have been abused by
Turkish scldiers and officers and then
carried away to Turkish and Kurdish
villages, where they have to accept Islam.
They try to destroy the remnant of the


































































