Committee of Mercy Letter and Pamphlet

1916 letter and pamphlet urging for financial assistance to
help the victims of the Armenian Genocide

Provided by Vicken Papkenian, Sydney, Australia
anatolia@namag.com

Oneof the signatories on the letter is Elihu Root
(Nobel Peace Prize Winner, 1912)
www.nobel prize.org/peace/l aureates/1912/root-bio.html

Elihu Root — Biography (Excerpted)
From Nobel Lectures, Peace 1901-1925, Editor Frederick W.
Haberman, Elsevier Publishing Company, Amsterdam, 1972

Elihu Root (February 15, 1845-February 7, 1937), who became one of
the most brilliant administrators in American history, was born in
Clinton, New Y ork, son of a professor of mathematics at Hamilton
College. Perhaps it was inevitable that the father and Elihu's elder brother, who was also a
mathematician, should be nicknamed «Cube» and «Square». At Hamilton College, Elihu was
graduated first in his class in 1864 at the age of nineteen. He taught school for one year, was
graduated from the Law School of New York University in 1867, founded a law firm after one
year of practice, and by the age of thirty had established himself as a prominent lawyer
specializing in corporate affairs. He became a wealthy man in the thirty or so years which he
devoted to legal practice, acting as counsel to banks, railroads, and some of the great financiers
of the day. His comprehensive grasp of legal principles, his formidable power of analysis, his
creative genius in discovering solutions to problems, his disciplined attention to detail, and his
skill in expression, whether written or oral, earned him recognition from his colleagues as the
leader of the American bar.

As secretary of war from 1899 to 1904, Root performed the services that moved Henry L.
Stimson, himself alater secretary of war, to say that «no such intelligent, constructive, and vital
force» had occupied that post in American history*. He reorganized the administrative system of
the War Department, established new procedures for promotion, founded the War College,
enlarged West Point, opened schools for special branches of the service, created a general staff,
strengthened control over the National Guard, restored discipline within the department. He was
most concerned, however, about the three dependencies acquired as a result of the war. He
devised a plan for returning Cuba to the Cubans; wrote a democratic charter for the governance
of the Philippines, designing it to insure free government, to protect local customs, and to bring
eventual self-determination; and eliminated tariffs on Puerto Rican goods imported into the
United States.

He returned to his private legal practice in 1904, but in 1905 at President Theodore Roosevelt's
invitation, accepted the post of secretary of state. His record is impressive. He brought the



consular service under Civil Service, thus removing it from the «spoils system»; maintained the
«open door» policy in the Far East, a policy he had helped to formulate as secretary of war;
negotiated the so-called «Gentlemen's Agreement» with Japan which dealt with emigration of
Japanese to America; strengthened amicable relations with South Americain 1906 during an
unprecedented diplomatic tour; sponsored the Central American Peace Conference held in
Washington in 1907 which resulted in the creation of the Central American Court of Justice, an
international tribunal for the judicial settlement of disputes; negotiated some forty reciprocal
arbitration treaties; along with Lord Bryce, resolved current American Canadian problems and
instituted the Permanent American Canadian Joint High Commission for the settlement of future
problems.

A United States senator from 1909 to 1915, Elihu Root took an active role in settling the North
Atlantic fisheries dispute, in opposing a bill which would have exempted U.S. shipping from
paying tolls to use the Panama Cana while levying charges against other nations' shipping, and
in pressing for internatioral arbitration.

In 1915 he declined candidacy for reelection to the Senate and even declined, at least publicly,
nomination by the Republican Party for the presidency of the United States. Although seventy
years of age, he continued to be active as an elder statesman. He opposed Woodrow Wilson's
neutrality policy but supported him during the war; he accepted Wilson's appointment as
ambassador extraordinary to head a specia diplomatic mission to Russiain 1917; on the 1919
Treaty of Versailles and the League of Nations he took a middle stance between Wilson on the
one hand and the «irreconcilables» on the other; as a delegate to the Washington Naval
Conference of 1921-1922, he took a leading role in drafting the Five-Power Treaty limiting naval
armament.

Root dedicated a large portion of his life to the cause of international arbitration. He, more than
any other, formulated the plan to create the Central American Court of Justice. In 1907 he
instructed the American delegates to the Hague Conference to support the founding of a World
Court; in 1920, at the request of the Council of the League of Nations, he served on a committee
to devise plans for the Permanent Court of International Justice which was set up in 1921; in
1929 after intermittent discussion between the League and the United States concerning certain
reservations the Senate had insisted upon in its 1926 ratification of the Protocol for U. S.
participation in the court, Root, on his eighty-fourth birthday, left for Geneva where he
convinced the delegates from fifty-five nations to accept a revised Protocol; he later appeared
before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee to urge ratification, but the Senate failed to act at
that time and eventually declined to ratify at all.

Root was the first president of the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace and helped to
found its European counterpart. He believed that international law, along with its accompanying
machinery, represented mankind's best chance to achieve world peace, but like the hardheaded
realist he was, he also believed that it would take much time, wisdom, patience, and toil to
implement it effectively.

! Quoted by Henry L. Stimson in Addresses Made in Honor of Elihu Root, p. 29.



COMMITTE

Fomnizry Trisident

ELIHI] Ee0OT
Vier Prealdenia FAE WHITE WOTIST:
La Fewaldurk CHARLTEE W, TLIFT of Harvard Cnlvoslzy Washingioe, Ir .
[OHN PURKGY MITCHEL, Maye of Her York R e i o) F- i -1
Mim EATHARINE B. DAVISR, Chairman Parde Conwdssion, Xew York : e g mr"{-.m:"[-:u-.-g wf Esplember Dsenie
Bew, [ IHJELEN HARKIMAR TR G, yon may ey dn te clreslar abiag
 uprprovs i o ur tke Cowreliies of BMerey,
. Treammeer !Er\didlg mmnr\nj YUr,
AUGUET BELMOXT WOATIRGW WITRON,

Fxerative {ificars i

Man EATEHARINE B. DAVIS TOIIH MOFFAT Ly L‘l?'rblE'lT YOIRE
ChEmrman of Trerilive Comiiies Chalrizaz nf Poblichy Copipores B T LR Cict, B 1914,
JOSEPH M. PRICE WILLIAM # HAMILTON I em glad iu pdoree the Commitlee of Mépey, Ao
a ' R t hit ha= for 14
Wien Chairman Srrrecary 1hes -r-:::.:l n":r_-.:?"':.,.?:?“m;. :I.i1.‘|rna-|- ||Iﬁl‘||‘" H:-.I:::
HOEHAN HAPCOOD FHELDERICE H. ALTEY hrl the war In Europr iesesese the support of moe
(hairman nf Siabe Coomiines Chidrmen of Fmance Commitlee — TOMHN PUBLOY MITCHEL,
KARL TRAVED ROTONEN [FEre

Execilpe Sesetizy

Foar the Women ard Childirm

E G F h{[ ERC? AMade doaledmic by iee Hirdd TFar,

THOMAS BANTHILT TURNER
Aciang Estiulive Secrasary

EUCROFEAN WAR RELIET COMMIESTON

s FITTH AVENUE m{h_ h‘} e HARL TAVIS ROBIKSOM, Chairman

NATIONAL COMMITTER

Mre, Opden Armaur

Vinstst Aaler

Gertrade Aikerian

Ladais Prididicia

W, Raurke Cackray

BMre. Cheilea B, Cane

Frazk Crowinshield

Mrs Willlas K. Deapes
Bremcbary Mew YVork Reld Cicas

Die. [larry & GarFaeld

T, €, (den-lzaka

Measnssr I (Eas

Mra, John 1. Griffihs

Jokn Craig Hammend

Mew, Tiheerhs T earet

Willsin T. . Huellngewarh

F. Funfingzm Hocker

Bliw. Hesbwiv . FLawrar

Wil Troem

Ot H. Kaks

Sem A Laomizobo

Curtls Lindky

Blre. Thoma B Marzhall

Bamwcl Bladic

Mire, Walter F, Maynard

Geonpe wom Lo Mewer

Jokn Mirchal

Lieorpe Yoseer Pealedy

Mertea ©. Tl Tr

Mrs. UGlford Pincke

Prodessnr M, T, Pupin

Slew YWhllclaw Keoid

Blrw, Dhvizgles Thokénaon

Wiltlem T, Sohleleis

Lom Sehenei

Count A, Sisrssorpl

Mea. W, Dl Sloans

flenry I. Sumssm

Blra Melvlls E. Seoe

Dacar 5, Srrane

Hency W, Tadn

Mlize Ida Tarkell

John Wiahdmaker

Plies Mands Yeedmare

Blrs. Hasry Fayee Whiktner
And thn (rficers of the Coinmitics

n,-;,qu.,,ETa ‘J{L l:u. & MH_H‘
I:H..TLI- o d;ta.q,m-zg- m-n_s:?f_ a‘n.-lgq_ ﬂv ...-.:-l{c -:i..fh.c-f
2.8

f}ﬂ.ﬂ.q_u‘l_,.}i_,l._ﬁ .A.Cjtl..-l.ht Eﬂ.-"l-'lm

‘.rdkh—a' :L vkl v At P
% m e E{bmﬂ.t wrema fﬁﬂuamiﬁ A.ﬁl..’.}f_
4

/:,Mu&tw ool p{mTﬁd e ajkﬂgv_

e TR aﬂ%{% o i lalners

l:-"rﬂ-hal..ﬂ_u'!. hwaimﬂdﬂw’ 'L-CLUEEI

'1; M*Lﬂ{ Fate
oo g o qﬂ Y
Lok a;t ‘E_"E-m_n aiol

o
Eli e bes v dlaart
‘I‘kﬁ_ma{ ancubor easce

acbodes | necetoeol Tice Mm«-m

Car e e ol U e vk M
fo;ﬁ_f&unuv:t Sl (o A Gimorows W;H

.&’r.h ane n‘»ﬁ«ﬁ.&ﬂ&, g,
e A @_4_,, ) %’ﬂ/’f‘jﬁ

¥ T At
Mo~ Ogmmn\wm




DO WE HEAR THE CRY?

Thes are tmes that try men’s sl A pall of horror har gg over the world
mmpﬂh’h.ﬁm#mmm:ﬁnﬁtﬁeﬁm through over-
AREII, Tht:ﬁqﬁtEMMmmmmmuﬂmu“mrﬂdmd“hﬂwﬁlml
!mrulﬂmtl];mu oat relicf for the sffering and acedy, Amwrica &s comiertable
mend Rl lnﬁn[ﬂ:tmrhﬂnpuu:ndqludwlu:hmmhm think of the
termr and the strife m Armenia, 'We have mfe homes and the aweet combeets F
':Imunduu:hbdmmkuh:]: of those we lowve. Ther homes minm‘i:l;;ﬂu}r are
in lemely saile, and in place of family cmifoe; chere are only puined o conliscaied
houses, starving bodies, sounned minds shatiered neeves;, bruised herts, "With
loneliness and pain ard terrer and uncermingy and henger and creelty and haee they
keep constant wigil.  The moan of & race moves ot acvoss the beart of a stricken

ACT AT ONCE, GENEROUSLY AND WITH SACRIFICE

E AMERICAN ODMMITTEE for Armenian and Zyrian Relief was
erganiied to meee this appalling need.  Write to the Commires for faller
intormation than is found in this araslar, and noc anly give money your-
wlf but by persomal intrviews or by orginizing meeings enlist cebers,
Members of the Committer pay the expese of the Committes's wock, thus making
it pessible to cable every dullar given for refief

Seronr commissions, hesded by Anverlcan consuls and missicnaries, are adinin-
ianezing the: funds,

Some are giving peneraasly ouc of their abundance.  Cithers are giving with
sacrifice qut of their meagee inccene. A laboring man enclositg 2 svings bank
chedk wrute, "Tam our of work asd hase no jnoome bue I have at bsast my health
and relarives and loved onea™  The following 15 an exmact from a |_.-[_-4i|_-,;|I Letier
peieived] L‘lf hee Conupitcee foome a miniser ziv] his wile:

"Theegh fraecialy mited oupselwes, recericg & salacy s buk S per mooth
as paszor of churches, we have decided e phe aredalf of tdhie amaunt ekl
T six meiths Lo wdneer Armenin naffering aed deeciurion, desiring thse conanlas
tian ochy of Hin who cenrusks age in ehee landsmad: T wes bunpgrr and pe
e b o caly I waa Ty aizl v gasE me -lrir\-'ri‘ 1l was a SCILZer wmied yi
tonk me ing naked and ye clohed mes I owas sice and pe visaad ine T e in
pricoi and pe came unes o

We hold in aur hands thar which can gave safety, satisfy hunger, drive away
q'n-r]'qir_ 1|1|wi|‘|ﬂ‘: I;J'HII'P-' .-aruf N |,13.r 'rnr\-:.'llqlin nn-']' .I;l:rrln_frql'n.r\.lrwi ﬁr\-l;r;. Tax |-|:.=,|,;||-"-|-|

inta harveses.

Cae wey dave wo, withbhobd tlic belp we can grive?

SLMD CHECES TO

AUGUST BELMONT, Treasurer
Conanitics ol Mescy [Rowim 3 310) zoo Fifth Ave., Mew York
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Million People Starving

Hon't YOU ffEfp 1 hem
Out ﬂf Your Abundance?




# 5
1 THE CRY OF A MILLION:

L
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CRUSHING blow bas fallen upen the Armesians and Syrians in Turkey,
Persia, Syria and Paleine.  Amid all the temible accompaniments of che
European War theee is nons moe beaneending then this.  Acording to
the most reliable reparts abour 75e,000 bave pershed by massace, disease,
and kardship. A millisn surpivors, each with a story tragic enough to twuch the
hardist heare, are in dire distress.  They are r=mote from thewr homes, wichour
hh,dnﬁngctﬁ!ﬂiﬂl:hhﬂ:‘hﬁﬂﬁin&ﬂidfﬂmh Amenica s the only na-
tion that can mest therr need.  Exraordinary financial prosperery, impessible buc
for the war, sbounds here.  Shall this nurion fatten becawe of Burope's dessand
for var goeds and Forget the soerows in the war songa?  The sufierng oy out in
their anpuih, Hff{fwhu-_md'hﬁfﬂm&rappwﬂ‘

ed TRAGIC HISTORY
R TWENTY-FIVE centiries, between the Black and Caspam Seas, m
Westeens Asin, the Armenizng have Fad a bome.  Suffering has been
EEEl  their lot, pechaps bepond any ocher rce that has ever lved. Ome afier
" another—Assyrian, Persizus, Parthian, Roman, Turk—has come m oppress
ot exnlait or perscute.  To-day their land is dvided berween Tuckey, Persia, and
Rumsia. Only yesterdsy they wete the best educated, most skillful, most mdus-
trionas, and maost valuable people in the Tarkish Emypire.

THE BLOW TILAT FELL

¢ NLY YESTERDAY!” Thoe are farchl works! Modem history

@ begun on August 1, 194, when Furape and Asia ciight fire,  The
frwer of Armenin menhood was called to the colon, [-nv::f_ oy a
few men with the aged and infirm or tender joulh with women and
children to carry on tse daily basiness as best they could.

In Aprl, 1915, congnuing dioagh Noveber, die indescribably tevible blow
fell—the most tngic Lour in all their tagic history came.  Then begin the ays-
temaue and eelentlesly cruel proces of aushing e Armeorian mee by smeascs
and departion.  Men were led away in groups ousade their wilages and killed
with elube and ass,

The consul of one of the Burspean nations in Turkey repomed that on ane
ocasion. 16,000 Arnsenkns wire taken ou i bears, bistaries ‘of arsillecy teained on
the boats as targets, and the enore company kil

Bchol and duarches—rthe fruiton of T PRRLrE o tril and teari—sees bao-
ken ap, the studnts killed or scutiaed.

Girk and womea were reserved for an indescrifable face in terrible marches, in
hareina, or in the houses of officals, o in the hats or tests of the wid tribes.

Williges and h:ml:-}'rhc bundred were wredked.  The whole Armenin pop-
ubtion of large seciions was depareed.  OF one caravan of Boo. peeple, the Arabs
killed 500, Many thousaads died of disease, tachue, vermor, exnauston, hunpes,

Of 450 from one village only one woman lives, she saw her hisband and chree
sns tied topether and shot with ove bullt, to save ammuntion, She saw her
duughters oumaged and then kiled.  She was carmied away by a Kued but escaped
at night, naked, and after werrible suffering £l in with same refugees.

The blow fell heaviest upon those least able o bear it—the aged, the womes,
especially moders or thoe shear to become muothwss, lirde children. Hiindreds,
thoaesands, perished in the first fow days,  The figares mouni i sickening propos
tians, witil they reacdh a toral of mose than half a million that have perished.
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THE AWFUL FACTS

[Hasarck wopm hesr andilsble infarmarion])

Armenian population of Turkey, Persia snd

Syria before the Huropean War 2,000,000
Masascred or died of wournds, disease or ex.

hanstron  ahout oIt p TN
Survivors, sbout .| R e 1,200,000
[esttute snd Sarving Armenians, Mestortins

and other pative Chrsdans in Turkey,

kS

Persia, Svria and Palesdne | g 4, T, CHer 0
Amount of money needed to echabikrace the
desrirure and starsing #F5, 000,000 3

Tn Westeen Pewin the refugecs see reenenimg intn the didrics lying sourhese
of Lake Van and o cecdving through telef commission supplies of grain, food,
dnthing, with agrinrdltural implements and oxen. Supplies, Foweser, are woefuly
xndequare.

Amhassador Henry Morgenthau and athers competenr to judge ay  dhat
5000000 B necded 1o fernish food, dothing and shelter,

One doller will keep one peson 2ive ore month o lotger,

Twency-fire dollass will ensble an Armenian family to be esablished in con-
pitative comboet.

Uil che war cnds thoussnds muse be fed, Afrer the war maltiteces musr
be given assistance m reesmblishing their homes, socking their fanme and securing
implemends and seed for their firlds,



