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“Lest we forget,” it is decidedly worth while to recall
the services of the Armenian nation in the World War. The
Armenian question has not yet been settled. Tt still con-
fronts the five Principal Allied and Associated Powers in
1926 as it did in 1919, and considerations of expediency can-
not hush it up. Therefore we call attention once more to a
subject that is embarrassing to statesmen and that many are
trying to avoid—the indebtedness of the Allied nations to
the Armenian nation in the World War.

There is no better summary with which to start our sur-
vey than that given by Lord Robert Cecil, writing from the
British Foreign Office on October 3, 1918 Lord Robert
said that “the military contributions made by the Armenians
to the Allied armies most assuredly cannat be forgotten,”
and he mentioned four points which he thought “the Ar-
menians may well regard as the charter of their right to libera-
tion at the hands of the Allies”” Here are Lord Robert’s
points:

“One: In the autumn of 1914, the national Congress of the Otto-
man Armenians, then sitting at Erzerum, was offered autonomy by the
Turkish emissaries, if it would actively assist Turkey in the war, but
it replied that while they would do their duty individually as Otto-
man subjects, they could not, as a nation, work for the cause of
Turkey and her allies.

“Two: Following this courageous refusal, the Ottoman Armen-
ians were systematically murdered by the Turkish Government in
1915, more than 700,000 people being exterminated by the most cold-
blooded and fiendish methods.

“Three: From the beginning of the war, that half of the Armen-
ian nation under Russian sovereignty organized volunteer forces and,
under their heroic leader, General Andranig, bore the brunt of some
of the heaviest fighting in the Caucasian campaign.
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“Four: After the Russian army's breakdown at the end of last
vear, these Armenian forces took over the Caucasian front and for
five months delayed the Turks' advance, thus rendering important
services to the British army in Mesopotamia, these operations in the
Alexandropol and Erivan region being, of course, unconnected with
those of Baku. Armenian soldiers are still fighting in the ranks of
the allied forces in Syria. They are to be found serving alike in the
British, the French, and in the American armies, and have borne
their part in General Allenby's great victory in Palestine.”

The British Foreign Office had cognizance of all the
facts. Culled by subordinates from official reports in the
War Office and the Foreign Office, Mr. Balfour had studied
the military contributions of Armenians during more than
four years of fighting., After the collapse of Turkey, when
thoughts were directed toward the reestablishment of peace.
Mr. Balfour directed Lord Robert Cecil to make the above
formal statement. At the time, the British undoubtedly had
in mind giving strong diplomatic support to the Armenian
claims for independent nationhood and the restoration of
their historic lands. That British diplomacy took another
course later makes it all the more important to recall this
letter of Lord Robert Cecil, and to give some of the facts
that corroborate each of the points in “the charter of the
Armenian right to liberation at the hands of the Allies.”

Turkish Proposals to the Armenians in 1914

In August, 1914, a Turkish mission of 28 members, in-
cluding Kurds, Persians, Georgians, Chechens, Lazes and
Circassians, left Constantinople for the Middle East, with
the purpose of arousing the peoples of that region against
the Allies. This was nearly three months before Turkey
entered the war. On the way, the mission stopped at
Erzerum, where the Armenian Revolutionary Federation
was holding its annual convention. The Turks, through
Dr. Baha-Eddine Shakir, Nadji Bey and Hilmi Bey, pro-
posed to the Federation that “if the Armenians of Turkey
and of Russia made common cause with Turkey, Turkey
would agree to create, with the guarantee of Germany, an’
autonomous Armenian state, comprising Russian Armenia
and the provinces of Erzerum, Van, and Bitlis, in Turkish
Armenia.”

The Federation answered that Russia was already at war
and that all Armenians who were Russian subjects were

3



naturally fighting under the flag to which they owed allegi-
ance. Similarly, if Turkey should go to war, the Armenians
who were Ottoman subjects would do their duty loyally to
the country to which they owed allegiance. This reply was,
of course, a refusal to urge or incite Russian Armenians
against Russia; but on the other hand, let it be remembered
that the Federation was giving the Turks the only assurance
they had the right to demand, i. e., that Turkish subjects
-remain loyal.
* * *

Massacres and Deportation of Armenians in Turkey
in 1915

But the Turks refused to see this honorable distinction,
and to accept the pledges that must have been made with
heavy heart by a subject people to its oppressors. Angered
because the Turkish Armenians would not tamper with the
loyalty of the Russian Armenians and smarting under the
scries of setbacks received on the Russian frontier (largely,
as we shall see, through the devoted fighting of Russian
Armenians), the Constantinople Government ordered the
deportation of Armenians from Turkish Armenia and else-
where in Asia Minor. Massacres of the most horrible char-
acter took place.

Armenian Resistance to Massacres

As the Armenians in most places had no arms there was
nothing they could do. This in itself was enough to dis-
prove the Turkish excuse that they were a military menace
and had to be got out of the way. But in eight localities,
where the Armenians were numerous and had the conforma-
tion of the land to help them, they mustered what arms
they could and resisted heroically. Five Turkish divisions
and 30,000 or more Turkish and Kurdish irregulars were em-
ployed in putting down the “rebellion.”

At Van, for example, on April 15, 1915, a Turkish regi-
ment, supported by irregulars, numbering, in all, 12,000
men, attacked the Armenian quarter. The Armenians im-
provised a force of 2,500 men, manufactured smokeless pow-
der, cast two pieces of artillery, captured cannon and am-
munition from the Turks, mined a mile-long tunnel and blew
up the barracks. On May 5, after three weeks of bitter
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struggle, the Armenians expelled the Turks from the city.
This uprising had not been intended or planned. It was
provoked by the determination of men to protect their
women and children and to save themselves from being
butchered, if they could help it. It helped materially the
Russian plans, and the influence of this event was felt all
over the eastern front.

At Suedia, Cilicia, the inhabitants of seven villages, com-
prising 4,058 men, women and children, defied the Turkish
deportation edict, retreated to the mountain of El-Musa,
and, for 53 days, in seven sanguinary battles, held at bay
15,000 Turks. On Sept. 12th, 1915, they were rescued by
the French cruiser St. Joan d’Arc, which, assisted by British
ships, were taken to Port Said.

At Sassoon, 10,000 mountaineers—men, women and
children—from July to September, 1915, held off, with an-
tiquated weapons, two Turkish divisions and 30,000 Kurds.
When their ammunition was exhausted and the men were
exterminated, their women, according to Lord Bryce, fought
the Turks with knives, forks, pins, and rocks until death
came to save them.

At Urfa, the Armenians resisted a Turkish Division for
forty days, but finally succumbed under artillery fire. Here,
in the ruins, were found the mangled bodies of women, arms
in hand, side by side with those of men.

At Shabin Kara Hissar, 5,000 Armenians, for 27 days,
engaged, during July, 1915, a whole Division. Here was
enacted one of the most tragic, yet sublime, episodes of the
war. When the ammunition gave out, 3,000 women and
girls drank poison, and when the supply of poison gave out,
those who were left, with hymns on their lips, hurled them-
selves from the mountain into the canyon to escape falling
into the hands of the Turks.

We shall not comment further upon the fate of the Ar-
menians in Turkey in 1915. All the horrible details have
been given to the world over and over again. We want sim-
ply to emphasize the fact that the virtual extermination of
Armenians in many regions of the Ottoman Empire were
provoked by circumstances over which they had no control.
Jeing hostages in the hands of the Turks they were victims
of the Turkish wrath over setbacks on the Caucasian front
that had been largely due to the skill and valor of Armenian
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contingents in the Russian army. These were fighting for
Russia because they were Russian subjects. It was their
duty to do so. But to the Turks all Armenians were simply
Armenians, and they wreaked their vengeance upon their
own defenseless subjects, who had committed no overt act
against them. In 1916 the Russian press published the
diary found on the body of a Turkish officer. In explana-
tion of the massacres it read: “We are asked why we kill the
“Armenians, The reason is quite plain. Had not the Armenians
fought against us, we would have reached Tiflis and Baku
long ago.”

This is what Lord Robert meant when he said that the
massacre of Armenians in Turkey was the second point in
Armenia’s “charter of the right to liberation at the hands of
the Allies.”

Nearly a million Armenians died in Turkey as the direct
result of two things that were vital to the success of the
Entente Powers:

(a) The refusal of Turkish Armenians to try to persuade Rus-
sian Armenians to be disloyal to Russia in return for an autonomous
Armenian state, guaranteed by Germany ; and

(b) The success of the Russian Armenians in preventing a
Turkish victory that would have had a disastrous effect on the
Entente cause.

And in the process of resisting their butchers, where
they possibly could, they contributed to the Allied cause by
holding up for months a number of divisions whose presence
on other fronts would have helped materially against the
Russians and the British,

* * *

Armenians in the Russian Army from the Beginning
of the War to the Russian Debacle

All who are studying the military history of the World
War, with the perspective of a decade, now realize how
much more important was the Caucasus front from 1914 to
1916 than we believed it to be at the time. From the very
first month of the war Russia proved herself to be weaker
than had been anticipated.

_ Germany struck heavy blows, one after the other, free-
ing East Prussia of the invaders, conquering Poland, re-
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lieving the pressure upon Austria-Hungary, and reducing
Russia to impotence in the Balkans. A similar serious situa-
tion, which might have turned the war had it come early
enough, would undoubtedly have arisen had it not been for
Armenian aid in the Caucasus. We have many more facts
in our possession than Lord Robert Cecil had in 1918, and
consequently we are able to elaborate his third point, and
give some revelations of the extent of the obligation of the
Entente Powers to the Armenians in this particular field.

Russian Proposal to the Armenians

Before the entry of Turkey into the war, in October,
1914, Russia, through Count Varantzoff Dachkoff, proposed
to Armenian political organizations that, if Turkey should
enter the war, and if the Armenians made common cause
with Russia, thereby contributing to a Russian victory over
Turkey, Russia would incorporate in the peace treaty stipu-
lations for the complete autonomy of the six Armenian
vilayets (provinces) of Turkey. This indicates how vital
the Russians regarded possible Armenian support to be.
There would have been no serious movement of Armenians
in Turkey, to the advantage of Russia, had the Turks not
turned on their Armenian fellow-citizens. Armenians who
were Ottoman subjects remained loyal as long as they could.
They were determined to give no excuse for massacre. But
when the Turks tried to exterminate them, many thousands
succeeded in getting away across the mountains, and swelled
the number of Armenians in the Russian army. These were
already numerous, as Russia had 2,000,000 Armenian sub-
jects, who had contributed over 160,000 regulars to the
Russian army. By their knowledge of the country, by their
excellent fighting qualities, especially when in the presence
of an hereditary enemy, these troops really made the differ-
ence between success and failure to the Russians in the
Caucasus.

Turco-German Aims in Asia Minor

In his memoirs General von Ludendorff indicates the five
fixed purposes of Germany in Asia Minor, after Turkey
threw in her lot with the Central Powers. These were:

(1) To expel Russia from Transcaucasia and Great Britain
from Mesopotamia ;
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(2) To prevent the British from invading Palestine to protect
the Suez Canal and cut off Egypt from contamination of a Holy
War;

(3) To join hands with the Turanian-Mohammedan world on
both sides of the Caspian Sea and thus have the means of carrying
the torch of revolt to India;

(4) To seize the Baku oil fields, whose product was sorely
needed by Germany: and to force Russia and Great Britain (and
perhaps also France) to deflect from the main fronts in Europe
troops to the Asia Minor front and to make necessary immobhilizing
large bodies of soldiers in India and Egypt.

We do not have to emphasize the far-reaching character
of these designs, and what a disastrous effect success in
carrying them out would have had upon the fortunes of the
Entente Powers.

That the Armenians frustrated some of these designs
and retarded the consummation of others, is admitted by
von Ludendorff and von Sanders. Lord Robert Cecil em-
phasizes it in his third and fourth points. Let us go a little
more into detail.

* * *

First Turkish Offensive on the Caucasus
Front—19I4

In 1914 the Turkish army of the Caucasus had three
Corps of combat troops—the ninth, tenth, and eleventh—
under the personal command of Enver Pasha, Minister of
War. Enver’s strategy was bold in conception. The tenth
Army was to attack the Russian center at Sari Kamish,
which was weakly held; the eleventh was to strike farther
east toward the Persian frontier; and the ninth was to ad-
vance on the left, capture Ardahan, cut the Batum-Tiflis-
Baku railway line, and thus force the Russians out of
Transcaucasia.

The ninth Army easily achieved its first objective. As-
sisted by most of the local Moslem inhabitants, it took
Ardahan. The eleventh Army, deployed on the right, in
mountainous country, waited to come up on the flank, near
the Persian frontier, when the main force in the center ad-
vanced. But the tenth Army, on its way from OIlti to Sari-
Kamish, was held up for thirty-six hours at Barduz Pass
by the first Armenian battalion, under the Armenian
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Colonel Keri. This delay enabled the Russians to concen-
trate their forces at Sari Kamish, where Enver Pasha failed
utterly in his offensive. The Turks lost 30,000, largely from
freezing in the snow. General Ali Thsan Pasha and his staff
were all captured, and shipped to Siberia.'

When Enver returned to Constantinople, he publicly an-
nounced that his failure was due to the intervention of the
Armenians. It was for the purpose of arousing passion
against the Armenians in Turkey that he made this ad-
mission. But Enver told the truth. The part which the
Armenian volunteers played in these operations is given by
the Russian generals.*

' Gen. Thsan Pasha, who fled from his prison camp in Siberia in No-
vember, 1915, made this statement upon the battle of Sari Kamish:

“We were advancing victoriously into the Caucasus when, with the inter-
vention of Armenian volunteers, the Russians stiffened up their resistance.
ordered a fresh Army Corps. This was held up for nearly three days by
Armenian volunteers and arrived too late to the scene of battle to save us
from the terrible defeat we suffered. Had it not been for the Armenians,
we would have conquered the Caucasus, We will do that yet. When we do,
the Allies can’t win the war . . ."—Ed.

* Here are litera! translations of extracts from these reports:

“. . . The 3rd Armenian Legion, under command of Hamazasp,
from Nov. 22 to Dec. 15, 1914, took part in all the battles and dis-
tinguished itself by its signal bravery, particularly at Sangmane,
Alagueze, Mirkhasane and Kapanak. On the night of Dec. 6th
the Armenians opposed a determined Turkish attack and repulsed
the enemy. The Armenian wounded persisted in marching in
front . . .7

(Signed) GOULIGHA, Brigadier-General.
Col. BOUKRETOFF, Chief of Staff.

“

. . . The Armenian Legion faced the first Turkish attacks at
Alagueze on November 9, and from 10 to 23rd December. In a
fierce combat at Alagueze, which was the prelude of the opera-
tions around Sari Kamish, the Armenians engaged the enemy in
a terrific hand to hand combat until the arrival of reinforcements
and inflicted a cruel punishment upon him. These battles re-
sulted in the great victory of Sari Kamish, For a period of 3
months, the 3rd Armenian Legion accomplished a heavy task full
of responsibility. It protected our left flank at Sari Kamish, did
reconnoisance in the most difficult and snow covered mountain-
ous region of Palantakene, and fought, with signal bravery, side
by side with the Brigades of General Gouligha, Prjevalski and
Baratoff. It gives me great pleasure to thank them for their self-
abnegation and for the excellent services which they rendered at
Sari Kamish . . "

(Signed) KALITINE, Brig-Gen.,
Commander, 1st Army Corps of the Caucasus.
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Second Turkish Offensive—1915

In April, 1915, the Turks fried again. This time they
attempted to turn the left wing of the Russian army by
violating the neutrality of Persia, marching to Julfa. They
relied upon the cooperation of the local Tartars along the
Azerbaidjan frontier to open the way for them to cut the
Batum-Baku line east of Tiflis and march on Baku. Op-
posing them was only one Russian brigade under the Ar-
menian general Nazarbekoff, and the first Armenian bat-
talion of volunteers under Andranik. General Khalil Bey
had one of the crack Turkish divisions, sent especially from
Constantinople, and about 10,000 Kurds. He easily cap-
tured Urumia, took a thousand Russian prisoners, and
marched on Salamast. Here Andranik fought off Khalil for
three days. When Russian reinforcements arrived 3,600
Turks lay dead and wounded in front of the Armenian
trenches. The part which the Armenians played, not only
as volunteers, but as Russian regulars, is given in the official
report of General Troukhine to the Ministry of War. We
quote in part:

. . the detachments of Andranik and Dro attacked vigor-
ously the enemy positions . . . The detachment of Hamazasp
attacked under most difficult conditions, without any artillery
protection and in snow covered mountains, and vigorously pur-
sued the enemy. After two days’ fighting, the enemy is dislodged
from his entrenched position and defeated decisively. The victory
is due principally to the precise and obstinate fire of our infantry
of wlﬂch three-fourths are composed of Armenian detachments

* * *

Third Turkish Offensive—1915

Once more Khalil Bey launched an offensive in July,
1915. Disposing of eleven divisions, most of them fresh
troops who had not suffered a severe winter in camp, he
attacked the Russian center and hurled it back 62 miles. It
would have gone hard with the Russians had not the Ar-
menian volunteers attacked Khalil’s reinforcements, virtu-
ally in his rear. And then the Armenian general Nazarbe-
koff hurried reinforcements to the front, stopped the re-
treat, and the Russians began a counter-offensive. Because
of the vigorous attacks of the Armenian volunteers, who
threatened his line of communication, Khalil fell back. Thus
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A Few Armenian Leaders in the World War

Armex Garo, Major-GEN. ANDRANIK.

An organizer of Armenian volunteer move- Commander, 1st Legion, 1914-15. Later
ment. Commander, 2nd Legion. Diplo- fought in Russian Army, with rank of
matic Representative of Armenian Re- Major General. Following Russia's

public in Washington, 192o0. defection, continued fghting.

Died in Geneva, 1923.

Major-GENERAL BARRATUNI Bric-GEN, SeEsoumn.
Commander, Third Russian Army, which Commander of Legion until 1918, Brigadier-
defended Warsaw, Commander, Petro- General in the Army of the Armenian
grad Military District, 1917. Com- Republic until 1921.

mander, Armenian forces
at Baku, 1918,
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ended the last of the three principal Turkish offensives, the
success of any one of which might have had a disastrous
repercussion on the other Russian fronts, and, politically, at
St. Petersburg.

* * *

The Turkish Campaign of 1916

Throughout this year the Turks fought, but they had
given up any hope of penetrating the Caucasus. The moun-
tains swarmed with Armenian irregulars. When the im-
potence of the Turks to repeat their formidable movements
of 1915 was realized, the Russian general staff drew off the
best regular divisions, which included large Armenian con-
tingents, and sent them to the Galician and Polish fronts.
This was possible because the Armenian volunteer legions,
which were bearing the brunt of the fighting, seemed
capable of preventing any further attempt at a Turkish
offensive.

In his ordre du jour, dated April 15, 1916, Col. Obrastzoff,
Commander of the 2nd Brigade of the 2nd Division of the
Chasseurs of the Caucasus, says:

“. . . During the assault upon the snow-covered chain of
mountains around Elneff, the Armenian detachments displayed
remarkable audacity. The Corps of officers particularly con-
ducted itself with signal valor and was nearly put hors du com-
bat. The 3rd Armenian Legion, after hand to hand fighting,
captured the whole line of enemy trenches and seized their stores
of ammunition . . .”

General Koulebiakine, Commander of the Russian Divi-
sion, addressed the following telegram to Col. Ossepian,
Commander of the 4th Armenian Legion:

“. . . I congratulate your battalion upon its brilliant victory
To-day, I visited personally the inaccessible position and

;pbreciated the task and bravery of the Armenian sharpshooters
who conquered it . . .”

Ex-Premier Kerensky, on August 20, 1918, made this
statement:

“. . . At the outbreak of the War, the Turks captured Ar-

dahan, and were marching on Tiflis. All the high officials, in-

cluding the Viceroy, were preparing for a hasty flight. Of all
the races of the Caucasus, the Armenians alone stuck to their
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posts, organized volunteer forces and, by the side of their Rus-
sian comrades faced the formidable assaults of the enemy, and
turned his victorious march into a disastrous rout.”

* * Ld

Following the Russian Defection

After the revolution, the Kerensky Government created
a special administrative ‘body for Transcaucasia. This Com-
missariate lost its influence when the Bolsheviki came into
power in November, 1917, It was a situation of utmost con-
fusion that lasted for months. But the Turks and Germans,
hard pressed on other fronts, or devoting their energies to
other products, did not take advantage of it. Transcaucasia
repudiated the Bolsheviki, and on April 22, 1918, an inde-
pendent state was set up under the name of the “Federal
Democratic Republic of Transcaucasia,” including Georgia,
Armenia, and Azerbaidjan. It broke up in five weeks." The
Tartars were openly with the Turks; the Georgians sought
German protection; and the Armenians alone resolved to
remain faithful to the Allies, and to continue the war.

During December, 1917, and January, 1918, the Bolshe-
viki, having concluded an armistice with the Central Pow-
ers, recalled the Russian army from the Caucasus front,
which had been 600 miles long, manned by 250,000 troops.
Thus the four provinces of Turkish Armenia, which had
been conquered by Russian and Armenian troops, had no
more protection against the Turks—it was a virtual aban-
donment—and the 2,000,000 Armenians of Transcaucasia
were exposed to a new Turkish menace.

It was the remarkable activity and courage of the Ar-
menians, in the face of this crisis—so unexpected and so
stupendous—that Lord Robert Cecil refers to at the be-
ginning of his fourth point. The Armenians improvised a
volunteer force of about 20,000 men, who were soon rein-
forced by several thousand Armenian regulars, who had just
returned after the debacle on the Russo-German front.
With these few troops the Armenians undertook to take
over the whole line. Not only did they have the Turks in

!'The Turks had violated the terms of the armistice with the Bolsheviki,
and sent forward 50,000 troops, to Kars, which the President of the
Transcaucasian Federation (a Georgian) ordered the Armenian com-
mander to surrender. This led to the dissolution of the confederation
that had loosely bound Georgia, Azerbaidjan, and Armenia—Id.
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