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THE ARMENIAN PATRIARCHATE OF JERUSALEM

Jerusalem holds a unique position among the cities of the world. It is the
capital of the Holy Land, which has been the cradle of the greatest religions of
the world. God chose the Holy Land and Jerusalem there to reveal Himself to
mankind through the history of the Jews, through the prophets and finally through
His Son, Jesus Christ. '

Christ’s religion pervaded throughout the centuries all the countries of West-
ern Civilization. It created the spiritual and moral element in what we now know
as Western Civilization. Consequently the peoples of that civilization looked to
Jerusalem, since the very beginning of our era, as the Sacred Capital of the Spiritual
Kingdom of which they were conscious of being the citizens. They went to Jerusalem
and the Holy Places in and around it, year after year and century after century,
as pilgrims to visit the sites hallowed by the life, death and resurrection of their
Lord and Master, Jesus Christ. They drew divine inspiration from the memory
which the holy sites evoked in them. These pilgrims came from all peoples, with-
out distinction of race or nationality, surmounting formidable difficulties and
hardships of travel, being confident that they would be, as they indeed were,
amply rewarded for their exertion by being comforted through God's Grace.

Armenians, no less than other peoples, have maintained a constant flow of
pilgrims to the Holy Land and to the Holy City. They have taken the importance
of the Holy Places so much to heart that since the earliest centuries they have
participated in the work and responsibility of maintaining the Holy Places and
the buildings erected on them. They have established and have regularly con-
ducted public services on the holy shrines, thus affording the privilege to the
Armenian pilgrims of worshipping on the Sacred Sites in the manner of their
fathers and in accordance with their customs. In order to make that possible, many
bishops, priests and lay people have settled in the Holy Land and have congre-
gated together in monasteries, and while worshipping at the Holy Places, have
created an Armenian Community in Jerusalem. It was thus that the strong ties
of the Armenian Nation with Jerusalem and its Holy Places were created and
strengthened and the Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusalem was established as an
important center of ecclesiastical life and authority in the international Holy City
of Jerusalem. In the Seventh Century Armenians already had various monasteries
and a flourishing religious organization in Jerusalem, as attested by the historians
of the period and by archeological remains still preserved in various parts of
Jerusalem.

It has of course been extremely difficult for the Armenian Patriarchate to
maintain its position and activities in the course of the much troubled history
of the Holy Land against heavy and cruel oppression by unscrupulous tyrants
occupying Jerusalem and against heavy pressure and opposition by other com-
munities in the Holy City.

But the faith, the perseverance, the devotion to duty of the members of St. James
Brotherhood in Jerusalem on the one hand, and the noble-hearted and generous
support of the Armenian people in the homeland, people rich or poor, kings,
princes, notables as well as Patriarchs, bishops and priests, Armenian people in
Constantinople as in other cities in the Mother country, on the other hand, have
made possible the continued existence in Jerusalem of an outstanding Armenian
religious and cultural center of great glory.

The Armenian Patriarchate is one of the three Patriarchates in Jerusalem.
Together with the Latin and the Greek Patriarchates, it shares the responsibility
and the inestimable privilege of being the Custodian of Holy Places. The
Armenian Patriarchate has rights equal to the two other Patriarchates in the
international Holy Places. With respect to the hours, the frequency, the place and
the prominence of the services of the three respective communities in the Holy
Places, the Armenians are on the same footing with the Latins and the Greeks.
This especially is the case in the church of the Holy Sepulchre, in the Church of
the Holy Nativity and on the site of the Holy Ascension. The Church of the
Assumption of the Holy Virgin is shared by the Greeks and Armenians alone.

Jerusalem is invaluable to the Armenian Church also from another point of
view. It is a center of Armenian intellectual and cultural life. The Armenian
Monastery is a treasury of Armenian values in its library of manuscripts and in its
museum of Armenian Church vestments and vessels of exquisite artistic excellence.

After the Holy Places related to the life of our Lord, the greatest Christian
Holy Place, the Cathedral of St. James, the Seat of the Armenian Patriarchs, is
entirely in Armenian ownership. It is built on the Site of the House of the first
bishop of the Christian Church, the Apostle St. James, the brother of the Lord.
In it is buried the head of the other Apostle, St. James, the brother of St. John
of Zebedee.

The Armenian Monastery occupies the entire summit of the historic Mount
Sion, with an area of about 1,500,000 square feet (over 300 acres), almost one sixth
of the entire area of the Old City within the Walls. Apart from the Cathedral of
St. James, other historic sites or buildings are located in this area, such as the Church
of St. Saviour (the House of Caiaphas), The Church of Archangels (The House
of Annas the High Priest), The Chapel of St. Theodorus, the National Cemetery,
the Patriarchate, with its magnificent building, the Armenian Theological College,
The Holy Translators National School, the Gulbenkian Library, the Library of
Manuscripts, the printing press with its stocks of liturgical and other books, the
residential quarters for the members of the brotherhood, for the pilgrims and for
the students. Apart from these institutions in the old city of Jerusalem the Armenian
Patriarchate has monasteries in Jaffa and in Ramleh, and the massive and large
monastery in Bethlehem, adjacent to the Basilica of the Nativity.



The Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusalem has been an important and beneficial
factor in the life of the nation, spiritually, educationally and in general culturally.
After Holy Etchmiadzin, the Jerusalem Patriarchate of Armenians is the most
important ecclesiastical and religious center of the nation. It could perhaps be

noted in passing that the first girls’ school in Palestine was the St. Gayanians’

Armenian Girls’ School, established in 1863,

After the First World War when all the monastic and educational institutions
of the nation in Armenia were destroyed, Jerusalem, being spared destruction,
became a saving factor in Armenian Church life, because a new generation of
young Armenian clergy and educators were trained in Jerusalem after the war
years, thanks to great prelates like Patriarch Elisee, Patriarch Thorgom and
Catholicos Papken.

Since 1948, as a result of the Arab-Jewish war, the Armenian Patriarchate and
the Armenian Community in Jerusalem have been reduced to destitution, They
have been deprived of their revenues, and the monastery, filled with refugees, is
in need of the bare necessities of life and of comfort. The educational work of

the Patriarchate has been seriously endangered, and our glorious and ancient
establishment is in danger of decline due to the lack of means to sustain its
activities,

In the past Jerusalem has had other periods of crises, but thanks to the devotion
and the help of the Armenian people, the Armenian Patriarchate has always been
able to hold its ground and has been able to flourish again. The Armenian people
has never allowed its great heritage in Jerusalem to perish.

In this latest crisis, in which the Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusalem finds
itsell, together with the other communities in Jerusalem, the Armenian-American
people are called upon to extend a helping hand and uphold the glorious heritage
ol their forefathers and prevent it [rom [alling into decline. We are confident that
the great and prosperous Armenian Community of the United States will do its
sacred duty in this respect in the spirit of our forefathers, and will give to the
St. James' Brotherhood and the Armenian people living in Jerusalem the means
and the opportunity of carrying on their work of service to the Armenian Church
and to the Almighty.
































































































































































